
Rooted and 

Bethel 

Distinctives 





SMALL GROUP LEADER SIGNATURE  DATE 

MEMBER APPLICANT SIGNATURE  DATE 

Have you been born again through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?  YES / NO  

Have you been baptized as a believer by immersion?  YES / NO  

Have you completed the Rooted experience?  YES / NO  

Do you have any questions or reservations about Bethel’s beliefs or practices?  YES / NO 

If so, what?  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

With the Spirit’s help, do you agree to live as a biblical disciple of Jesus as expressed in 
the Bethel Membership Covenant?  YES / NO  

What small group are you in?   ________________________________________________________ 

What ministry or area of service in the church are you involved in, or would you like to be 
involved in?   __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
Small Group Endorsement   

The candidate is a born-again believer and faithful disciple of Jesus. 

The candidate attends Bethel worship and small group regularly. 

The candidate and I have discussed his/her practical living out of the  
Bethel Membership Covenant. 

I recommend receiving the candidate as a member of Bethel.   

 
  
 
 
 
Elder Endorsement 
The candidate has shared his/her journey with Christ and experience with Bethel.  I am 
pleased to welcome him/her as a Bethel member. 
 

 

NAME:  

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

ELDER SIGNATURE  DATE 

WEEK ONE – What is Rooted? Who is Bethel Church? 
[To be presented in the large group introductory session] 

Long Purpose Statement: Building a community of whole people, who through  
devotion to Jesus Christ, are learning to live everyday according to the Word of God. 

Short Purpose Statement: Making Disciples [Matthew 28:18-20] 

What is a disciple? About 20 years ago, the staff at Bethel committed to defining  
a disciple of Jesus Christ by reading the entire New Testament. WE discovered  
over 880 scriptures defining a disciple of Jesus Christ. We were able to categorize  
those definitions into four areas we shorten to GROW: 

God-Lover: A disciple loves the Lord with every aspect of one’s being,  
delighting in a growing, intimate relationship with Him. [Matthew 22:37;  
Luke 12:31; Ephesians 3:14-19] 

Relationship-Builder: A disciple loves other believers as Christ loves.  
[John 13:34-35; 15:12] 

Obedient Follower: A disciple obeys the Lord by walking everyday  
according to the Word of God and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
[John 14:15; Ephesians 5:18] 

World-Influencer: A disciple influences the world in the name of Jesus to 
bring glory to God. [Matthew 5:13-16; I Thessalonians 1:6-10; Mark 1:17] 

How do we make disciples? Bethel Church invites everyone to join us on The Pathway, 
our strategy for making disciples of Jesus. There are two ways for you to join us: 1) start 
your personal journey of discipleship or 2) help someone else GROW in Jesus. See The 
Pathway pamphlet. 

What do we value? Bethel’s values are non-negotiable core commitments permeating 
everything we do as we make disciples on The Pathway. We unashamedly celebrate: 

1. Humble Hearts 

2. Transforming Depth 

3. Full Engagement 

 



God Lover 
1 Loves the Lord with every aspect of one’s being, delighting in growing, intimate 

relationship with Him. Matthew 22:37; Luke 12:31; Ephesians 3:14-19 

2 Knows and relates with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Who exist as one 
eternal being. John 14:16-20; 15:15; Galatians 4:6-7 

3 Has faith in Jesus Christ, believing in His death and resurrection, turning away from 
sin, and receiving Him alone as personal savior.   
John 3:14-17; Acts 3:18-20; Romans 10:9-10 

4 Declares one’s relationship with God through baptism.  
Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; I Peter 3:20-22 

5 Pursues a continual, intimate relationship with God through prayer, Scripture, and 
listening to Him.  
Psalm 42:8; 119:105; 141:2; Matthew 7:24; Acts 2:42; Colossians 4:2; Hebrews 10:19-21 

6 Yields to and relies on the Holy Spirit for power to do His work. 
Acts 1:8; Ephesians 1:18-21; Romans 8:14; Galatians 5:25 

7 Worships God by wholeheartedly expressing adoration and thanksgiving in words, 
actions, and attitudes. Psalm 69:30; 100:1-3; Romans 12:1-2; I Corinthians 10:31 

8 Pleases God by yielding one’s life in obedience through faith. 
II Corinthians 9:13; Colossians 1:10-12; I Thessalonians 4:1-7 

9 Rejoices in the Lord and is content in every circumstance. 
Psalm 40:16; Proverbs 19:23; Philippians 4:4; Hebrews 13:5 

Relationship Builder 
1 Loves other believers as Christ loves. John 13:34-35; 15:12 

2 Invests energy and time in building true and authentic relationship with other  
believers in order to stimulate spiritual growth in one another.  
Colossians 1:28; Hebrews 10:24-25 

3 Devotes oneself to a local church, meeting regularly and supporting its leadership 
and direction. Acts 2:42; Ephesians 4:14-16; Hebrews 13:17 

4 Imitates the example of more mature disciples and models godly living for the 
less mature. Romans 15:1-2; I Corinthians 11:1; Hebrews 13:7 

5 Warns and challenges fellow believers about wrong behavior and thinking and 
also humbly receives correction. Galatians 6:1-5; I Thessalonians 5:14; I Peter 5:5 

6 Serves believers by using time and personal resources for their good. 
Romans 12:10-13; I Peter 4:10 

7 Utilizes God-given abilities and gifts for the building up of God’s people.  
Ephesians 4:11-16; I Corinthians 12:7 

8 Seeks reconciliation, forgiving and asking forgiveness for both real and perceived 
offenses. Matthew 18:15-20; Ephesians 4:32; Romans 12:18 

9 Relates to family members according to biblical principles. 
Ephesians 5:22-6:4; Colossians 3:18-21 

GROW at Bethel WORLD INFLUENCER 

 Endeavor by example, relationship, word, and prayer to win others to an ac-
ceptance of Jesus as Savior and Lord. [I Corinthians 9:19-22; Colossians 1:28] 

 Use my time, abilities, and spiritual gifts to assist in the work of the church and 
to promote its usefulness in making disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ in our 
community and the world. [Romans 12:6-8; I Corinthians 12; Matthew 28:19,20] 

 Promote what is godly in our community, and to demonstrate God’s love to the 
poor and hurting. [Matthew 5:13-16; 25:31-46] 

 
 

SIGNATURE:  DATE:  



I, ______________________________________, having been led by God the Holy Spirit to  
receive Jesus Christ as my personal Savior and Lord, 

having been baptized by immersion as a profession of my faith, 
being committed to GROW as a disciple of Jesus, 
having studied Bethel’s doctrine, purpose and government, and  
desiring to unite in the worship, fellowship, and work of the local expression of 
Christ’s spiritual body known as Bethel Church, 

I enter into the following covenant with other Bethel members to be a: 

GOD LOVER 
 Regularly read and meditate on Scripture.  

[II Timothy 3:16,17; Romans 12:2, II Timothy 2:15] 
 Pursue a continual, intimate relationship with God through prayer and  

listening to God. [Psalm 141:2; Colossians 4:2] 
 Worship and learn regularly in Bethel worship services.  

[Psalm 69:30; 122:1; Acts 2:42] 

RELATIONSHIP BUILDER 
 Love one another as Christ loves us, being humble, gentle, patient, slow to take 

offense, and quick to forgive and see forgiveness.  
[John 13:34, 35; Ephesians 4:1, 2; Matthew 18:15-20] 

 Invest energy and time in building authentic relationships to stimulate  
spiritual growth in one another, typically through a small group.  
[Hebrews 10:24, 25; Acts 20:20; Colossians 1:28] 

 Pray with and for one another, sharing our burdens, sorrows, and joys. 
[Romans 12:15; Galatians 6:2] 

 Promote unity, godliness, and scriptural faithfulness within the church. 
[Ephesians 4:3; Philippians 2:1-4] 

OBEDIENT FOLLOWER 

 Commit to the Lordship of Christ and the authority of the Bible in how I  
conduct my life. [Luke 9:23,24; I John 5:2,3; Psalm 119:10] 

 Turn from all godless living and sinful pleasures, and to live a consistent,  
God-honoring life. [Titus 2:11-13] 

 Be a devoted, faithful, and spiritually encouraging spouse, if married. 
[Ephesians 5:22-33; I Peter 3:1-7; Matthew 19:3-6] 

 Offer Christian love, instruction, guidance, and discipline to any children God 
may entrust to me. [Ephesians 6:4; Titus 1:6] 

 Give financially to the Lord through Bethel: consistently, proportionately, and 
generously. [Malachi 3:10; I Corinthians 16:1,2; II Corinthians 8:7; 9:6-8] 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP COVENANT AT BETHEL CHURCH 
Obedient Follower 

1 Lives in grace, knowing there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ  
Jesus. Ephesians 2:8-10; Galatians 5:1 

2 Believes the Bible is accurate and true, communicated from God, the authority for 
who He is and how we should live. II Timothy 2:15; 3:16-17; Luke 16:17 

3 Patterns one’s life in a purposeful and determined manner, according to the life 
and teaching of Jesus. Philippians 3:12-14; Hebrews 12:2-3; John 13:12-15 

4 Submits to leaders who have authority over him/her. 
Romans 13:1-7; I Thessalonians 5:12-13; Titus 3:1; Hebrews 13:17 

5 Surrenders ownership of all goals, plans, relationships, expectations, possessions, 
and all other aspects of one’s life to Jesus. 
Matthew 8:19-22; Luke 12:32-34; Hebrews 13:5; Philippians 3:7-8 

6 Develops sincere heart-felt, Christ-like character by dealing with sinful core beliefs 
and motives, resulting in healthy attitudes and godly behaviors. 
Philippians 2:15; II Corinthians 1:12; Colossians 3:1-17 

7 Wages the internal battle for daily obedience by denying sinful, fleshly desires, 
listening to the Holy Spirit, and realizing that one is no longer in bondage to sin, but 
is a new person in Christ. I Corinthians 6:18; II Corinthians 7:1; I Peter 1:14-16 

8 Invests one’s material and immaterial resources joyfully and generously in God’s 
purposes on earth, resulting both in blessings now and rewards for eternity. 
Mark 10:29-30; Luke 12:13-15; 16:11-13; I Corinthians 8:1-5; 9:6-8 

9 Guards oneself as the dwelling place of God, maintaining the biblical standards of 
purity for heart, mind, speech, and body.  
 I Corinthians 3:16-17; I Peter 1:14-16; Romans 6:12-14 

10 Has weighed the cost of discipleship and has decided to follow Jesus and His 
teachings. Luke 9:23-24, 57-62; 14:26-33 

11 Endures inevitable opposition with patience and rejoicing. 
James 1:24; Matthew 5:10-12; John 15:18-20; I Peter 4:12-17 

World Influencer 

1 Influences the world in the name of Jesus to bring glory to God. 
Matthew 5:13-16; I Thessalonians 1:6-10; Mark 1:17 

2 Believes the gospel is God’s only plan for salvation. Acts 4:12; Romans 1:16; John 14:6 

3 Loves non-believers because God loves them. Luke 15; Romans 5:8; John 14:6 

4 Lives a life so distinct from the world that it establishes a credible testimony. 
I Peter 2:11-12; 3:15-16; Ephesians 6:18-20 

5 Participates in God’s worldwide work of reaching all social, economic, and ethnic 
groups. Matthew 28:19; Mark 13:10 Luke 24:46-47 

6 Prays for the salvation of specific people and God’s work throughout the world. 
I Timothy 2:1-4; Matthew 9:38; Ephesians 6:18-20 

7 Watches for and seizes opportunities to share the gospel. 
Ephesians 3:7; Colossians 1:28; Philemon 6; I Peter 3:15 

8 Builds relational bridges to non-believers in order to win them to Christ. 
I Corinthians 9:20-22; I Thessalonians 2:8 

9 Acts boldly in the authority of Jesus, relying on the power of the Holy Spirit to bring 
about change. Mark 12:17; Revelation 12:11; Acts 4:29-31 

10 Promotes what is good and exposes evil, meets needs of the poor and powerless. 
Matthew 5:13-16; 25:31-46; James 1:27; II Corinthians 8:13-15 



SECTION 7: Satan 
We believe in the reality of Satan as a personal angelic being who has fallen from his 
original state of perfection and is now the prince of the corrupt, anti-God world-system. 
We believe in Satan’s final and eternal judgement in the Lak of Fire.. Revelation 20:10; 
Ephesians 2:2; II Corinthians 4:4; Ezekiel 28:11-19; John 14:30; Job 1:12; 2:6 

SECTION 8: The Church 
We believe the true Church is composed of all persons who, through saving faith in  
Jesus Christ, have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit. They are untied together as the 
body of Christ and are eligible for membership in the local church. Acts 2:41;  
I Corinthians 12:12-13; II Corinthians 6:14; Ephesians 4:4-6, 15-16 

SECTION 9: The Ordinances 
We believe baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, in testimony of a persons faith in the crucified, bur-
ied, and risen Christ. It is a confession the believer is dead to sin and risen to newness of 
life in Christ Jesus. We believe the Lord’s Supper is a commemoration of the Lord’s death 
“till He come”. Matthew 28:19; 26:26-30; Acts 8:35-38; Romans 6:3-5;  
I Corinthians 11:23-26  

SECTION 10: The Priesthood of the Believer 
We believe all men who are born of God have equality of direct access to God’s ear and 
heart, and there is no distinction between men in their exercise of that priesthood in 
their personal relationships with the Lord. I Peter 2:5, 9; Hebrews 4:14-16; 2:10-18;  
Revelation 1:6  

SECTION 11: The Last Things 
We believe in “that blessed hope” Titus 2:13 the personal, visible, premillennial return of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the 
unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlasting conscious suffering 
of the lost. Zechariah 14:4-11; Matthew 25:46; John 5:28-29; 11:25-26; Acts 1:11;  
I Thessalonians 4:16-18; Revelation 20:4-6, 11-15  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



SECTION 1: The Scripture 
We believe the Bible and only the Bible to be God’s infallible Word and the Christian’s 
supreme authority in al matters of faith and practice. We affirm our belief in the verbal 
and plenary inspiration of the Scripture in their original autographs. II Timothy 3:16-17;  
II Peter 1:20-21; I Peter 1:25 

SECTION 2: God and the Trinity 
We believe n one God, Creator of all things, infinitely perfect and eternally existing in 
three persons, Father, Son , and Holy Spirit. While its members possess individual, per-
sonal attributes, the Trinity is without division of nature, essence , or being. Genesis 1:1; 
Matthew 28:19; John 10:30; 4:24; II Corinthians 13:14; I John 4:13 

SECTION 3: Jesus Christ 
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son, born of the Virgin Mary, sinless in life, 
who atoned for the sins of the world by His substitutionary death on the cross. We be-
lieve in His bodily resurrection, His ascension into heaven, and His High Priestly interces-
sion for His people. Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:35; John 1:1, 14; Acts 1:9-11;  
II Corinthians s5:21; Hebrews 4:15; 7:25; 9:24; I John 2:1-2 

SECTION 4: The Holy Spirit 
We believe the Holy Spirit to be the third person in the Trinity, whose ministry is to glorify 
the Lord Jesus Christ. During this age, the Holy Spirit draws men unto God; convicts men 
of sin, righteousness, and judgment; and indwells, guides, instructs, and empowers the 
believer for godly service.  John 14:16-17, 26; 16:8-15; Romans 5:5; 8:9-11;  
I Corinthians 3:16; 12:12-14; II Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 1:13-14; Matthew 28:19-20 

SECTION 5: Man 
We believe Adam was created in the image of God but fell into sin and all men are sin-
ners by nature and by choice and therefore, lost. However, we believe “God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting lift” John 3:16. We believe those who accept Christ as Savior 
and Lord shall be forever in God’s presence and those who reject Christ as Savior and 
Lord will be forever separated from God and be cast into the lake of fire for eternal  
punishment. Genesis 1:26-27; Mark 9:43-44; John 3:36; Romans 3:23; 5:12;  
Ephesians 2:1-3, 12; II Thessalonians 1:9; Revelation 20:15 

SECTION 6: Salvation 
We believe the shed blood of Jesus Christ provides the only ground for justification and 
salvation for all who believe. Only those who receive Jesus Christ and are born of the 
Holy Spirit can thus become children of God. John 1:12; 3:16; Acts 13:38-39;  
Romans 5:1; 8:14-17; Ephesians 1:7; Philippians 1:5-8; Hebrews 9:22; I Peter 1:18-19; 2:24 

 

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT 



Scripture: We believe the Bible and only the Bible to be God’s infallible Word and the 
Christian’s supreme authority in all matters of faith and practice. We affirm our belief in 
the verbal and plenary inspiration of the Scripture in their original autographs.  
[II Timothy 3:16-17; II Peter 1:20-21; I Peter 1:25] 

God and the Trinity: We believe in one God, Creator of all things, infinitely perfect and 
eternally existing in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. While its members  
possess individual, personal attributes, the Trinity is without division of nature, essence, 
or being.  [Genesis 1:1; Matthew 28:19; John 10:30; 4:24; II Corinthians 13:14; I John 4:13] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus Christ: We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son, born of the Virgin 
Mary, sinless in life, who atoned for the sins of the world by His substitutionary death on 
the cross. We believe in His bodily resurrection, His ascension into heaven, and His High 
Priestly intercession for His people. [Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:35; John 1:1, 14; Acts 1:9-11;  
II Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15; 7:25; 9:24; I John. 2:1-2] 
 
Holy Spirit: We believe the Holy Spirit to be the third person in the Trinity, whose ministry 
is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. During this age, the Holy Spirit draws men unto God; 
convicts men of sin, righteousness, and judgment; and indwells, guides, instructs, and 
empowers the believer for godly service. [John 14:16-17, 26; 16:8-15; Romans 5:5; 8:9-11;  
I Corinthians 3:16; 12:12-14; II Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 1:13-14; Matthew 28:19-20] 
 
Man: We believe that Adam was created in the image of God but fell into sin and that all 
men are sinners by nature and by choice and therefore, lost. However, we believe that 
“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” [John 3:16]. We believe that those who 
accept Christ as Savior and Lord shall be forever in God’s presence and those who re-
ject Christ as Savior and Lord will be forever separated from God and be cast into the 
lake of fire for eternal punishment. [Genesis 1:26-27; Mark 9:43-44; John 3:36; Romans 
3:23; 5:12; Ephesians 2:1-3, 12; II Thessalonians 1:9; Revelation 20:15] 
 
Salvation: We believe that the shed blood of Jesus Christ provides the only ground for 
salvation for all who believe. Only those who receive Jesus Christ and are born of the 
Holy Spirit can thus become children of God. [John 1:12; 3:16; Acts 13:38-39;  
Romans 5:1; 8;14-17; Ephesians 1:7; Philippians 1:5-8; Hebrews 9:22; I Peter 1:18-19; 2:24] 

WEEK TWO –  
Who is God? What are Bethel’s Core Beliefs about God and Man? Bethel is very much a “come as you are” place.   We eagerly welcome anyone who is 

sincerely interested in knowing God, to worship, and fellowship with us. For those who 
are led to belong to the Bethel family in a more meaningful way, however, Bethel has 
chosen to offer membership. The Bible describes how Christians committed to local 
assemblies or churches with common beliefs, values, and authority. Although the Bible 
doesn’t prescribe membership in these local churches very specifically, it is apparent 
that these churches were local communities of believers bound together in covenant 
community. 
Why should you become a Bethel member? 

 Go deeper in your fellowship and impact in the body of Christ. 
 Clarify your mutual commitment with others in the Bethel family.  
 Continue the pattern of believers in New Testament local churches. 
 Become eligible for certain leadership and ministry positions at Bethel. 
 Become eligible to vote on major decisions of the church. 

What does membership at Bethel mean? 
 You are devoted to other members of the Bethel family in love [Romans 12:10]. 
 You agree with Bethel’s fundamental beliefs and goals [See Bethel’s Beliefs  

attachment]. 
 You desire to participate in the work and mission of Bethel. 
 You are mutually accountable with other Bethel members to grow in  

discipleship [Hebrews 10:24-25]. 
 You are willing to accept the leadership of Bethel leaders [Hebrews 13:17]. 

What are the qualifications for becoming a member of Bethel? 
 You have been born again through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 You have declared your faith through believer’s baptism by immersion. 
 You desire to live as a disciple of Jesus and function in the church body as  

described in the Membership Covenant [See attachment]. 
How do I become a Bethel member? 

1. Complete Rooted  -  Participation in a Rooted group will acquaint you with 
Bethel’s beliefs and experience Bethel’s understanding of discipleship. 

2. Be in a small group -  Bethel is a small group church.  Continuation in your  
Rooted group or another small group will help you live out the membership 
covenant.  Meet with your small group leader or designee to discuss the  
Membership. Have him/her sign your Application for Membership form.  

3. Meet with an elder – Bring your completed Application for Membership form.   
In this informal meeting, you will get to know a church leader and a church 
leader gets to know you.  It is an opportunity to affirm our mutual commitment 
and discuss any unresolved issues or questions. You will be asked to share your  
testimony and how God is working in your life. You will have an opportunity to 
meet with an elder shortly after completing Rooted.   

WEEK TEN - Why is the Church Important? [Membership] 



Bethel Church and the Rooted Experience view the rhythm of “sacrificial generosity” 
similarly; however, we highlighted a few Bethel distinctives: 

Sacrificial Generosity: We use the term “generosity” and not “tithing” because we are no 
longer obligated to give 10% of our income as found in the Old Testament. We do believe 
it can serve as a good place to start when you are trying to determine a regular 
amount to give. Our aim is to become sacrificially generous as Jesus was sacrificially 
generous in giving his life for our salvation. 

God is more interested in your heart than He is with your money [II Corinthians 9:6-15]. 
We are not under a law that demands we give; however, a heart unwilling to share is 
evidence that something is not right [Luke 16:10-13]. It is important to remember that God 
promises to take care of all our needs as we seek His righteousness and kingdom 
[Matthew 6:33]. We understand moving from reliance on money to a deeper trust in God 
is a journey. We are asking you to search your heart, let God gently speak to you about 
what He has entrusted to you, and ask Him how He wants you to use those resources. 

Take a look at the Generosity Journey infographic to consider how you can grow in  
generosity. 

Giving to the Local Church: We realize there are many causes worthy of your money, 
time and talents but we believe giving to the local church is biblical [I Corinthians 9:6-14; 
I Timothy 5:17-18]. When you give to your local church, you are choosing to work together 
with a group of people to accomplish greater things than you could as an individual. At 
Bethel Church, we not only contribute money but also commit our time, energy, and 
talents to our church community, our local community, and global missions. We desire 
to work together in these endeavors to make disciples of all nations and invite you to 
join us in doing so. 

Bethel Church Membership Commitment: When you become a Bethel Church  
member, you not only commit to a group of people but you also commit to carrying out 
the things of God together. As such, we wholeheartedly commit to regularly,  
proportionately, and generously supporting kingdom efforts at Bethel Church with our 
finances [I Corinthians 9:6-7, II Corinthians 8:11-15]. 

Bethel Church Giving Logistics: You are able to designate giving to 1) the general fund, 
2) Bethel Assistance Ministry “BAM” [families or individuals in need], or 3) vision  
campaigns [specific expansion of ministry in specified areas]. Donations given to Bethel 
Church are tax deductible. Giving statements are available annually online or by mail if 
requested. 

To give, you may: 
a. Place a check or cash in one of the collection bins near sanctuary exits 
b. Use your bank’s bill pay 
c. Pay by credit/debit card at www.bethel.ch/give 

Note: Giving is maximized by using check, cash, or bill pay.  A percentage fee is  
deducted when using a credit/debit card.   

WEEK EIGHT – How Does God View Money? 

At Bethel, we emphasize daily Bible reading for every person as the GROW in their rela-
tionship with God. Owning your own Bible is the first step. We recommend starting with a 
good Study Bible. As you search for your Bible, you will find many different Bible transla-
tions [see chart]. Word-for-word translations are great for in depth Bible study although 
they are a little difficult to read. Thought-for-thought translations are great for Bible 
reading but not exact for study. The ESV or CSB Study Bibles are good modern transla-
tions to start with as you begin to read the Bible for the first time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Reading Plans 
A quick google search will provide you with a variety of Bible Reading Plans and tools. 
Here are a few tried and true tools to get you started in God’s Word, the Bible: 
 
The One Year Bible: This is a hard-copy tool available in many Bible versions. A person 
reads it daily with Scripture provided for each day of the year. An Old Testament, New 
Testament, Psalm and Proverb are provided each day. 
 
The Bible App by YouVersion: This free application allows you to search for plans to 
complete by yourself or with a small group. You can select to read the New Testament 
in a year or in 90 days. Literally, there are hundreds of plans you can select. Here are a 
few we recommend: 

 Discipleship Journal’s 5x5x5 Reading Plan [New Testament in a Year] 
 5 minutes per day, 5 days per week, 5 ways to dig deeper 

 Discipleship Journal’s One Year Bible Plan [Whole Bible in a Year] 
 Old Testament, New Testament, Proverb and Psalm daily 

 Discipleship Journal’s Book-at-a-Time Reading Plan in 365 Days 
 A book at a time, alternating OT/NT, with a gospel book each 

quarter 

WEEK THREE –  
How Does God Speak to Us? What are some Bethel Best Practices? 

http://www.bethel.ch/give


Bethel’s Care and Compassion ministries have several resources for people in the midst 
of suffering. 

Stephen Ministry - Many people reach crisis points in their lives where they struggle. It 
may be in a time of loss or grief, the sudden loss of a job, a transition, the birth of a baby, 
or saying goodbye to your youngest child leaving home. At these times of struggle you 
may find yourself walking through your pain alone.  

A Stephen Minister comes alongside a hurting person and meets with that person on a 
weekly basis to listen, care, encourage, pray, and provide emotional and spiritual sup-
port. Men are paired with men; women with women. This care is entirely confidential—no 
one knows the identity of a care receiver except for his or her Stephen Minister and the 
pastor or Stephen Leader who paired the two together.  

To request a Stephen Minister go to https://www.bethel.ch/request-stephen-minister or 
send a message at https://www.bethel.ch/pastoral-care-contact.  

Healing and Recovery Groups - Our Healing & Recovery Ministry offers groups to help 
provide support and healing in a safe, Christ-centered environment. Support groups 
include divorce recovery, grief support, chronic pain support [women only], cancer 
|support [women only], mental health support and recovery [adult and teen groups], 
family members of addicts [women only], sexual addiction recovery, betrayal recovery, 
and several groups that focus on healing from past wounds, trauma, or overcoming 
destructive behaviors. For more information, you can find a list of groups on the 
webpage at Bethel.ch/updates/7 or email care@bethel.ch.  

Counseling Services -There can be seasons or circumstances in life that feel dark, 
heavy, overwhelming, traumatic, or intense. To better assist individuals who need the 
help of a professional, Bethel has a network of local, Christian counselors who we refer 
out to. You can always find an updated list at Bethel.ch/updates/8. Counselors are listed 
with areas of specialty and contact information. Financial assistance is available. If an 
individual appears to need support but it is unclear if counseling is the right path, there 
are staff available to help with assessing needs and providing appropriate resources. 
Contact care@bethel.ch for more information.  

WEEK FOUR - Where is God in the Midst of Suffering? 

We serve because He [Jesus] served [Matthew 10:45]. Serving in your local church, your 
community, and globally is part of your God-given purpose. Here are a few tools to help 
you discover your purpose: 

1. Watch When Helping Hurts video and discuss with your small group. 

2. Discover your God-given spiritual gifts at  
spiritualgiftstest.com/spiritual-gifts/. 

3. Visit the Connect Center on a Sunday morning or got to  
bethel.ch/serve to find ways you can serve in Bethel and/or in  
the community. 

4. Go to bethel.ch/global to serve globally by: 

a. Going or sending someone on a mission trip. 

b. Supporting a missionary through prayer and/or financially. 

c. Praying regularly for global needs. 

WEEK SIX - How Can I make the Most of Life? [Serving] 

https://www.bethel.ch/request-stephen-minister
https://www.bethel.ch/pastoral-care-contact
http://Bethel.ch/updates/7
mailto:care@bethel.ch
http://Bethel.ch/updates/8
mailto:care@bethel.ch

