2021 Bethel & Campus Elder Candidates
This year’s Family Meeting (Business Meeting) will include Bethel membership voting on the annual
operating budget and elders. To prepare you for voting this year, please read through this packet of
information about the Bethel and campus elders. As a reminder, the Family Meeting is for all campuses
on Sunday July 25th at 5pm in the Richland auditorium. Bethel members attending in person will cast
their votes during the meeting. Bethel members watching live online on the 25th will be able to vote
online. Those who watch a recording of the Family Meeting on the 26th or later will not be able to
vote. Anyone who attends Bethel is encouraged to participate, but only Bethel members vote.
Bethel has four elder boards, one for each campus and a fourth called the “Bethel Elders” over all three
campuses. The Senior Pastor is automatically a Bethel elder, and all other elders are voted on by Bethel
membership. The Bethel elders are elected by Bethel members. The campus elders are selected by the
Bethel elders with a vote of affirmation by the members of their respective campus. All elders serve for
a term of three years, at which point they may be voted on again by Bethel membership.

Which elders are voted on this year?

The following elders will be voted on this year. Information about each elder is on the listed page of this
packet.
Bethel Elders
Scott Chambers (re-election) – page 7
Zenon Thornton (new) – page 13

Richland Campus Elders
Blaine Carr (re-affirmation) – page 6
Derek Dixon (new) – page 8

Prosser Campus Elders
Brookes August (new, staff) – page 4
Tim Oten (new) – page 11
Paul Van Wyk (new) – page 14

West Pasco Campus Elders
Derek Alexander (re-affirmation) – page 3
Chris Beck (new) – page 5
Joel Hill (new) – page 9
Trent Jackson (new) – page 10
Adam Phillips (new, staff) – page 12

Who are the current elders?

The following elders are continuing this next year and are not at the end of their 3-year term:
Bethel Elders – Greg Cullen, Jim Dirks, Jason Greene (Senior Pastor), Rob Hopp
Prosser Campus Elders – Andy Gilbertson
Richland Campus Elders – Roy Dobson, Dave Hilliard, Mark Killinger, Drew Walsh (staff)
West Pasco Campus Elders – Dave Stevanus (staff), Wayne Stigge
Current elders can always be found on the Elders & Staff page of our website.

Are any current elders stepping down this year?
The following elders are stepping down and not seeking re-election or re-affirmation this year:
Bethel Elders – Rich Kimura
Prosser Campus Elders – Jim Hopwood (retired staff)
Richland Campus Elders – Seth Powers
West Pasco Campus Elders – Dave Dawson (staff), Rich Kimura

How are new elders nominated?

New elders may be nominated by the Bethel body at any time on our Elder Nomination webpage. This
page also includes more details about the elder election process.

Where can I get more information?
For more information about Bethel’s elders, including qualifications, responsibilities, and more, see our
Constitution & Bylaws, pages 3, 8 and 9.
Contact Steven Wallace (Executive Pastor) at swallace@bethel.ch with any questions.
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Derek alexander – West Pasco campus (re-affirmation)
Family – Stephanie (wife) | Vance (22), Brandon (20), Mia (17)
Time at Bethel – 13 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel – West Pasco Elder | Small Group Leader |
Haiti Outreach Team Lead | Haiti Short Term Mission Trip Leader
Testimony – I was raised in a Christian home and decided to follow Jesus
at an early age. My faith became personal during high school years
through the influence of several adult mentors. I witnessed God's passion for all people when
He made it possible for our youth group to go on a mission trip to Tijuana, Mexico. I
experienced my first disciplined daily Bible study and prayer during my four years away at
college. I committed to finding a church in my first quarter of college that became my "home"
church throughout college. The disciplines and lessons I gained during college launched me into
a great career and subsequent marriage to a wonderful, godly woman. As a husband and now a
father of three, I have done my best to seek a daily time with the Lord and to point my family
toward Him. This is not always a successful venture as children so aptly reflect my own faults
and show my need to be a more patient person. I recognize that without Christ and His sacrifice
I cannot expect to become the man that God wants me to be.
Why I want to be an elder – Stephanie and I know that God brought us to Bethel and
subsequently to West Pasco at its beginning to be part of the new work He was doing. The
leadership opportunities I have had during my time at Bethel have confirmed my giftings and
passions. One of the most exciting things for me is to engage on a deeper level with others and
see God challenge them to grow and then to walk alongside them as God works in their life. My
faith is strengthened through this dynamic process. We love our West Pasco Family!
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Brookes August – Prosser campus (new)
Family – Amanda (wife) | Charlotte (1)
Time at Bethel – 1 year
Leadership/Service at Bethel – Prosser Campus Pastor
Testimony – I became a believer when I was very young at a family camp
with my parents. 5 years old is the first time I remember wanting to follow
Jesus though my journey of surrender took shape through high school and college when I began
to understand the gospel more fully. It was while I was at university that I came to grips with
the supremacy of Scripture over the entirety of my life and this world. As the Spirit revealed the
mystery of the gospel to me while I was an undergrad, my Christian walk changed from a list of
obligations to an experiential joy to operate in obedience to God. Where I had previously been
devoted to God out of a religious obligation, I became surrendered to Jesus out of response of
knowing my creator.
Why I want to be an elder – I love serving others through the ministry of the Word and opening
the Scriptures for others is one of my deepest joys in life. God has appointed me to serve Bethel
Church and specifically the community of people in the valley. I want to see God work in and
through the people of Bethel Prosser to bring the light of the gospel to others so that the valley
and beyond would flourish.
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Chris Beck – West Pasco Campus (new)
Family – Jessica (wife) | Ian (7), Ivy (5)
Time at Bethel – 28 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel – Small Group Leader | Usher | Creative
Team Volunteer

Testimony – I was blessed to be raised in a Christian family where faith was an integral, active
part of our lives. The concepts of God, sin, and Christ’s sacrifice to forgive our sin were as much
a part of my reality as a child as anything else. I can’t pinpoint a specific moment of conversion,
but I believe it was around age five or six when I accepted Christ as my savior.
During my early teenage years, there was an extended period my family dealt with the ongoing
health issues of my younger sister. I had many emotions towards God – anger, disappointment,
suspicion, doubt of His goodness. I questioned my faith, yet something inside always resisted
the idea of walking away entirely. In hindsight, it was during that period of struggle that my
faith started to really become my own and not just the faith of habit. Since then, my
relationship with God has continued to grow as I’ve walked with Him through the ups and
downs of life, and He has always proven faithful.
Why I want to be an elder – If you had asked even a few months ago if I wanted to be an elder,
I probably would have said “no.” When I found out I had been nominated and was approached
about it, I was honored and more interested in the idea than I would have expected. Leadership
roles are not something I’m normal drawn to, so after prayer and conversations with others, I
felt confirmation from God to step out in faith. COVID has been such a tumultuous season and
God has brought many changes in leadership to Bethel. I believe these have been good changes
and I look forward to being a part of the new direction God where is taking us. I’m excited for
the opportunity to see how God will use me in this role.
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Blaine Carr – Richland campus (re-affirmation)
Family – Rachal (wife) | Bailee (20), Madilynn (18), Nathan (16), Tyler (14),
Bella (7)
Time at Bethel – 23 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel – Richland Elder | Small Group Leader |
Finance Deacon | Finance Commission | Young Adult Ministry Volunteer |
Orphan Care Volunteer | Upward Sports Coach | Short Term Mission Trips
Testimony – I grew up in a Christian home and accepted Christ as my personal savior at a very
young age. I have attended church my entire life but have not always had a strong relationship
with God. Through worshiping at Bethel, participating in small groups, and getting involved in
service, I have found it more effective to include others in my Christian walk. My relationship
with God continues to grow stronger each day by staying in His Word and giving an account to
others.
Why I want to be an elder – I feel the Lord calling me to continue serving as a Richland Campus
Elder at Bethel and I will follow Him in love and obedience. It is a privilege to be part of this
wonderful church body and I want to continue using the gifts God has given me to serve our
body in this role.
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Scott chambers – Bethel (re-election)
Family – Judy (wife) | Ryan (41, married w/ 2 children), Ben (39, married
w/ 2 children), Jeff (31, married w/ 1 child), Pete (31, married)
Time at Bethel – 29 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel – Bethel Elder | Small Group Leader |
Worship Team Volunteer | Youth & Adult Bible Teacher | ESL | East Asia
Outreach Team & Short-Term Trips
Testimony – Growing up, I had no idea who Jesus is or what He had done for us. My mother
took me to an Episcopal church from time to time, but it made no impression on me. While a
freshman at UC San Diego, I was approached by a Cru staff member to take a ‘random’ religious
survey. Sensing my spiritual hunger, this kind man explained to me who Jesus is, and what He
came to earth to do. It was a total revelation to me, and I responded immediately by confessing
my sins and invited Him into my life. However, it took a full year for me to understand what it
means to yield all that I am to Him. That was the start of my discipleship journey. Since that
time, God has been faithful to continue His work in me even though I haven’t always fully
cooperated with Him.
Why I want to be an elder – In May I became the Bethel Elder chairman. My passion is to work
with the other elders, the pastors and staff, and the congregation to help Bethel become all
that God wants her to be even as we experience His refining hand during the pandemic. I
believe He is using this time to reveal the idols that exist in our culture so that we can forsake
them and truly have no other gods before the one true God. I want to lead by example and be
involved wherever I can to introduce individuals to Jesus and help them grow in Him.
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Derek Dixon – Richland Campus (new)
Family – Single
Time at Bethel – 10 years (as an adult) and raised at Bethel
Leadership/Service at Bethel – High School Ministry Volunteer | Small
Group Leader
Testimony – I grew up in a household with Christian parents who have
always been actively involved with the Church. As such, I heard the good
news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection from an early age. When I was about five, I asked my
parents how to be saved and to pray with me to have faith in Jesus. This was primarily an act of
long-term awareness and obedience to my parents, not one of momentary, emotional decision
making. Since that time, I have had the joy of better knowing our Savior through the regular act
of the gathering of the Church, the encouragement of close leaders and friends, and personal
communion with Him through the Scriptures. It was in my college years while I was involved
with a Church-plant in Pullman, WA that I truly became awakened to the beauty of the Gospel
and Jesus has become my pursuit in every aspect of life. It was there also that I began to
understand the central role that the Church plays in caring for others and carrying out the Great
Commission.
Why I want to be an elder – I desire to see Jesus be the hero of everything we do at Bethel
Church. In whatever capacity I find myself, in whatever ministry, this is the truth that guides
what I want us to be about. I want to be a Richland Campus Elder so I can serve to plant or
water this principle deep in the heart of who we are as Bethel Church that our community and
the world would receive the harvest of grace that flows from a people transformed by the love
of Jesus.

2021 Elder Candidates

-8-

Joel Hill – West Pasco Campus (NEW)
Family – Debbie (Wife) | Shanita (married w/ 3 children), Shantelle (25,
married), Natasha (23), Mareesa (20), Mashayla (16)
Time at Bethel – 16 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel – Small Group Leader | Greeter Lead |
Men’s Retreat Leader | Cook Leader | Local Outreach Projects |
Construction Projects
Testimony – I was raised in a Christian home where Christian principles were taught. Through
my parents, family, and friends I was taught the Bible. Church attendance and good character
were very important. At a young age and through my young adult years I tried to live an
honorable life, but it never seemed like I was good enough for what God required. My friends
kept telling me it’s not in my good works that will save me but what Jesus did on the cross. Not
much later, I felt God calling me to a relationship with Him. Wow! I felt a huge burden lifted
from me as He showed me His death and resurrection, took the punishment for my sin, and
gave me new life as I put my faith and trust in Him. I’m encouraged daily as he guides and
grows me to be a disciple of Christ.
Why I want to be an elder – I’ve attended Bethel West Pasco from the start. In those 13 years,
God has grown in me a love and desire to serve the people there. Through these years I’ve been
involved with many different things at church and now feel God has opened doors through His
Word and His people to use the gifts he has given me to lead people as disciples of Christ. I’m
looking forward to walking alongside each and every one as we grow together as God leads and
guides us.
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TRENT JACKSON – West Pasco Campus (New)
Family – Cassie (Wife) | Payton (8), *T (8), *F (8), Monroe (6), Abram (3),
*N (1)
*Abbreviated for foster care confidentiality
Time at Bethel – 5 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel – Small Group Leader | Worship Team
(drums) | Kids Ministry Volunteer
Testimony – I grew up attending church and was never far from the story of Jesus. I understood
and accepted the Gospel at a young age, was baptized at 8 years old, and was very invested in
youth group all throughout middle and high school. It wasn’t until nearly six years ago when I
began to truly learn what living a life as servants of Christ really meant. My wife Cassie and I felt
God calling us toward foster care, and through submission to His will have discovered the
struggles, joy, and peace that comes with letting God guide the course of our lives. We’ve
learned dependance on Him by allowing Him to take us to places where only He can sustain us,
and He never fails to.
Why I want to be an elder – I want to do what God wants me to do. I feel that God is calling me
to be an elder and has been working on me to prepare me for this calling. I love our church. I’m
excited and passionate about the future of Bethel and thrilled to be a part of it. As I think about
taking on the role of elder, the verse that comes to mind is Psalm 127:1, “Unless the LORD
builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.”
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Tim Oten – Prosser Campus (NEW)
Family – Holly (wife) | Violet (12), Leah (10), Camilla (7), Cora (6)
Time at Bethel – 14 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel – Small Group Leader | Bible Study Teacher
| Kids Ministry Volunteer | Production Volunteer
Testimony – I grew up in a Christian home, accepted Christ around 12
years old and saw godliness modeled and the Lord do great works in my
family. In college, disconnected from my parents’ faith, I came to a fuller understanding of my
depravity and utmost need for the Lord. I put the tiniest amount of trust in Jesus about my
family, my future career, and how in the world I would get from here to there, and the Lord
met me there. From then on, I truly committed myself to following the Lord, obeying his Word,
and trusting Him in everything. Bethel has provided consistent opportunity for me to serve and
grow, and the Lord continues to stretch me in all of the ways I least expect or desire - yet
always need.
Why I want to be an elder – I want to serve the Lord. I grew up in Prosser and have been a part
of the Bethel Prosser campus from its inception. I firmly believe the Lord has big plans for the
lower valley and I desire to be a part of His good and perfect plan here.
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Adam Phillips – West Pasco campus (new)
Family – Amanda (wife) | Haddlyn (9), Eleanor (7), Juniper (5), Walker (2)
Time at Bethel – 7 years (2006-2011, 2020-present)
Leadership/Service at Bethel – West Pasco Campus Pastor
Testimony – By the grace of God, I was born into a Jesus-loving family. My
mom helped me profess faith in Jesus when I was five and my dad
baptized me when I was nine. It was around age 19 though that I truly grasped the gravity of my
own sin and what Jesus did in his life, death, and resurrection from the grave to give me new
life. I stopped riding on the coattails of my parents’ faith and began to submit my life to Jesus.
This was a game-changer and has influenced and shaped every sphere and season of my life
since. I’m still a work-in-progress, relying as much on the good news today as I did then, and I’m
convinced more and more every day that life with the Triune God is not only the best life, but
it’s what we were made for. Soli Deo Gloria!
Why I want to be an elder – I love the body of Christ at Bethel and believe that serving as an
elder will allow me to use my gifts of teaching and shepherding for the building up of the body.
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Zenon Thornton – Bethel (NEW)
Family – Amy (wife) | Zenon (21), Maya (19), Aliyah (15)
Time at Bethel – 13 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel – Small Group Leader | Communication
Team Volunteer | Connections Ministry Volunteer | Kids Ministry
Volunteer
Testimony – I surrendered my life to Christ at a Promise Keepers event in 1996. Prior to that I
was self-focused and felt justified by my ‘good works’ in comparison to others. Once I chose to
follow Christ, I recognized that there is no salvation apart from the death and resurrection of
Christ. It is because of His sacrifice and payment on the cross that I can be forgiven and raised
to new life in Him. I now seek to learn from Jesus and His Word and apply it to all areas of my
life, while living out of the freedom found in His forgiveness. In 2015 I entered full-time ministry
with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) and continue to grow in my faith.
Why I want to be an elder – I believe God has called me to be an elder and I want to be
obedient to that call. I love to serve Him thru His Church and believe that I can help. I believe
that my experience in full-time ministry will be an asset to the team and can help build
relational bridges within the congregation and the community. I am excited to serve!
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Paul Van Wyk – Prosser Campus (NEW)
Family – Gail (wife) | Mandy, Jessica
Time at Bethel – 6 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel – Small Group Leader | Event Volunteer
Testimony – I was the baby of seven children and never heard of God’s
love for me until I was in my early 20’s. Our first child died shortly after
birth and her death left an emptiness in my heart. I was drawn into church because of God’s
calling to my wife and I wanted to see what she was experiencing. The pastor and his wife
treated us like family. One evening the pastor and I were alone and I told him how I longed to
know why God had allowed my baby girl to die. The pastor said, “Paul, you and your family
worked with sheep, how do you get them to cross a stream of water or go through a gate.” I
said, “you take the baby and cross the creek or take the baby through the gate and the mother
will follow and the rest of the flock will also follow.” I knew at that moment that God was
talking to me and I asked Jesus Christ into my heart.
We were able to have two wonderful children and we stayed busy at our small church. At the
age of 30 I was diagnosed with arthritis. I worked on our family farm but wasn’t able to do
much. My pastor encouraged me to go back to school. At the age of 32 we packed up a truck
and moved to a Christian university in Oklahoma where I worked and went to school full time,
graduating in 1990. My wife, daughters and I have never shied away from serving because that
is what we have all been called to do.
Why I want to be an elder – I never would say, “I want to be an elder.” I believe that God is
calling everyone to a higher calling and God is now telling me to “step up”. My family and I have
fallen in love with Bethel Prosser. There is so much ministry going on and my heart just jumps
for joy to see all of the children that he has brought to us. God’s word is preached here, and
God’s people are on a mission to reach the lower Yakima Valley. I am honored and humbled to
be a Campus Elder.
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