S ECTI O N 1

Elder Candidates
Bethel has four elder boards, one for each campus and a fourth
called the “Bethel Elders” over all three campuses. The Senior
Pastor is automatically a Bethel elder, and all other elders are
voted on by Bethel membership. The Bethel elders are elected
by Bethel members. The campus elders are selected by the
Bethel elders with a vote of affirmation by the members of their
respective campus. All elders serve for a term of three years, at
which point they may be voted on again by Bethel membership.

WHICH ELDERS ARE VOTED ON THIS YEAR?

The following elders will be voted on this year. Information about each elder is on the
listed page of this packet.
Bethel Elders
Dave Dawson (new, staff; pg.3)
Greg Williams (new; pg. 7)

Richland Elders
Rick Simon (new; pg. 5)
Eric Talbot (new; pg. 6)

Prosser Elders
Andy Gilbertson (re-affirmation, chairman; pg.4)

According to the Bethel Constitution and Bylaws, Adam Phillips will automatically be
affirmed as a Bethel Elder if affirmed as Senior Pastor. He will then no longer serve as a
West Pasco Elder.
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WHO ARE THE CURRENT ELDERS?

The following elders are active and not yet at the end of their 3-year term:
Bethel Elders
Scott Chambers (Chairman)
Zenon Thornton
Prosser Elders
Brookes August (Campus Pastor)
Tim Oten
Paul Van Wyk

Richland Elders
Blaine Carr (Chairman)
Derek Dixon
Dave Hilliard
Mark Killinger
West Pasco Elders
Derek Alexander (Chairman)
Chris Beck
Joel Hill
Trent Jackson
Dave Stevanus
Wayne Stigge

ARE ANY CURRENT ELDERS STEPPING DOWN THIS YEAR?

The following elders are stepping down and not seeking re-election or re-affirmation
this year:
Bethel Elders
Greg Cullen
Jim Dirks
Jason Greene (former sr. pastor)
Rob Hopp

Richland Elders
Roy Dobson
Drew Walsh

H O W A R E T H E N E W E L D E R S N O M I N AT E D ?

New elders may be nominated by the Bethel body at any time on our Elder Nomination
webpage (bethel.ch/elders). This page also includes more details about the elder
election process.

H O W A R E T H E N E W E L D E R S N O M I N AT E D ?

For more information about Bethel’s elders, including qualifications, responsibilities, and
more, see our Constitution & Bylaws (bethel.ch/beliefs), pages 3, 8 and 9.
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2022 ELD ER CAN D I DATES

Dave Dawson

Bethel Elder Candidate (New, Staff)
Family: Joy (wife); Mike (31); Luke (29)
Time at Bethel: 21 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel: Richland Campus Pastor
| Director of Leadership Development | West Pasco
Campus Pastor | West Pasco Elder | Global Outreach
Director

Testimony: My father made a career of the military and as a result I grew up living all
over the world. We grew up Catholic but rarely made it to church. In the eighth grade,
my dad went to Vietnam and our family moved to Kennewick to be near relatives.
During that time, my uncle shared the gospel with me and I began to follow Jesus. I
started attending Bethel while I was in college.
Why I want to be a Bethel Elder: We returned to the Tri-cities in 2001 and I came back on
staff at Bethel as the Global Outreach. When we decided to expand our local outreach,
I became involved in starting the campuses in Pasco and Prosser. Over the years, I
also pastored at both campuses until the Lord brought us excellent young men to lead
those churches. Now, I am back at the Richland campus as the campus pastor. My
desire to join the elder board stems from my desire to help support the next generation
of leaders and to make our church as healthy and vibrant as God can make us.
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Andy Gilbertson

Prosser Elder Candidate (Re-affirmation)
Family: Kathy (wife of 38 years); Nathan and Christine
(grandchildren Clayton, Benjamin, Ellie), Jens and
Stephanie (grandchildren Lucy and one coming),
Jorgen and Julie (grandchild Mathias)
Time at Bethel: 12 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel: Bethel Prosser Campus
Elder since 2009,Small Group leader, Vacation Bible
School, Greeter, Living Nativity, Merry Mowers, Pastoral
Search Team
Testimony Before I knew Christ as my Savior I was just like most of the guys around
me. I certainly had heard about Jesus, and my family rarely missed a Sunday at
Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church. I remember Sunday school and “Little Visits With God”,
a children’s devotional my parents read to me. When asked if I believed, I would have
said, “Of course." But, it wasn’t until I was 11 years old that I heard an evangelist at the
Coliseum on a spring day. I had never considered myself much of a sinner, yet the Holy
Spirit showed me clearly my need for a savior. As clearly as I can remember, I HAD to go
because Jesus was calling me! The lessons I had learned, my parent’s lives, my great
need, and His clear call all made for a strong desire in me to respond.
In the years that followed I had a soft heart toward God, until high school when I
replaced Him with my friends. During my freshman year in college I was challenged to
have a real walk with Jesus rather than a convenient one, and I asked Him to be Lord
of my life. I have certainly had ups and down in the years that followed, but I always
have the greatest joy and peace when I walk closely with Him. He has blessed me with
a God-fearing wife and a growing family I love. I have purpose in serving Him through
church and joy in seeing others grow in Christ as well.
Why I want to be a Bethel Elder: I do not take serving as an elder lightly and It is with
humility that I serve. I love the Body of Christ and being an elder is one way I desire to
serve Christ and the Body here at Bethel. I believe the Holy Spirit has gifted me with
wisdom, discernment, and a heart for encouraging others. I will continue to serve
wholeheartedly in whatever capacity God has for me in the coming years.
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Rick Simon

Richland Elder Candidate (New)
Family: Kim (wife of 42 years); 3 children
Time at Bethel: 21 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel: Greeters | Discover Bethel
Group Leader | Small Group leader | Pre-Marriage Class
teacher | Meal Prep for Bethel Men

Testimony I have been in and around church for most of my life but it wasn’t until I
started attending Bethel that I began my faith journey to become a disciple. In my
time here I’ve discovered the importance of being part of a church family that can
encourage, support, love and minister to one another. I’ve discovered that using the
gifts that God has given me to serve others is a great joy.
Why I want to be a Bethel Elder: I have been fortunate to have retired in the last four
years and have felt a calling to increase my service. I want to answer that call and be
faithful to the Lord. I feel so blessed to be part of the Bethel family and would like to
serve others in their walk grow in faith.
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Eric Talbott

Richland Elder Candidate (New)
Family: Amy (wife of 37 years) | Daughters + Son-inLaws: Larua, Julie, Branden, Donovan | Grandchildren:
Colbie (8), Cooper (5)
Time at Bethel: 21 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel: Co-teaching adult
Sunday school classes | Facilitating Focus on the
Family Truth Project series | Children's Greeters | Teach
Children's Baptism Class | Small Group Leader | Shortterm Mission Trip Lead (Cambodia)
Testimony I had the privilege of growing up in a Christian home and I accepted Jesus
while I was in elementary school. In high school I had several men that challenged
and encouraged me to step up my commitment to Christ. My desire to know God
through His Word grew right along with my daily relationship with Him, and it was at
that time I decided to be baptized. Since then the Holy Spirit has continued His work
of sanctification, and my view of the world continues to be changed through reading,
meditating, and applying Biblical truth to daily life.
Why I want to be a Bethel Elder: Serving as an elder provides another avenue to
magnify God and come alongside others as they strive to grow in their relationship with
their Lord and Savior. My desire is to continue to grow in my dependence on God, with
a passion for Christ and compassion for others, while reflecting God’s value to those
around me and integrating His character into my thoughts, my words, and my deeds. It
is a privilege to serve wherever God calls me to do so.
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Greg Williams

Bethel Elder Candidate (New)
Family: Rachelue (wife); Caitlyn (21)
Time at Bethel: 4 years
Leadership/Service at Bethel: Bethel Institute Teacher

Testimony I grew up in the Tri-Cities but was not raised in the church. My birth mother
was Roman Catholic but died when I was five years old and we did not attend church
after that. My Dad remarried, and my step-mother (Mom to me) was not a believer.
However, God saved her in rather dramatic fashion about the time I began high school.
While I had no frame of reference for understanding the change in her, I left home for
college with an appreciation of the power of God and the Bible to change someone’s
life. In college I met some friends involved with the Navigators ministry, learned the
gospel story, and read the New Testament. At the end of my freshman year, God drew
me to Himself. In the 40+ years since, by His grace I have continued to walk with Him, to
study His Word, and to serve His church. Service to His church has included teaching
adult Sunday school classes, leading small groups, overseeing adult ministries, serving
on the preaching team, and a one-year stint as an interim pastor. In 2018, I returned to
the Tri-Cities—wife and daughter in tow—to serve my Mom and other family members
following the death of my Dad. As God would have it, the church in the neighborhood
we landed in is Bethel! Having completed one career, I am now back in school pursing
a Masters degree in Theology through Regent College in Vancouver BC.
Why I want to be a Bethel Elder: Since coming to Bethel it has been on my heart to
encourage and pray for the church’s leaders, especially so as this church has been
facing transition, pandemic, and other issues since before I arrived. A big part of
the Elder role is to pray for and speak wisdom into the church and to support and
encourage the Bethel staff. While my desire has been to teach adult education classes,
these more urgent needs in the view of Bethel’s leadership led to the invitation to serve
as an Elder.
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